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(57) Abstract: An electrostatic holding device (100) comprises a group of electrodes (103) composed of a plurality of electrodes 
^.^^^ covered with an insulating member (102). The device (100) directly holds in a contact way or floats and holds in a contactless 
way an object of holding (104) using an electrostatic force caused by applying a certain voltage to the group of electrodes (103), 
which is used as a holding surface. The device (100) is provided with an internal polarization eliminating means (an applied voltage 
controlling unit (105)) which eliminates intemal polarization caused in the insulating member (102) by switching the polarity of the 
fn voltage applied to the group of electrodes (103). The electrostatic attraction force of the electrostatic holding device is not weakened 
5^ even in any way of use. Electrostatic tweezers whose electrostatic attraction force is not weakened even when used by hand are also 
^ disclosed. 
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